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A History of the Reformation. By Thomas M. Lindsay, M.A., 
D.D. I, The Reformation in Germany from Its Beginning 
to the Religious Peace of Augsburg. ["International Theological 
Library."] New York: Scribner, 1906. Pp. xvi + 528. Pp. 
250. $2.50. 

The author has long been known as one of the best-informed students 
of the Reformation period in the English-speaking world. He knows his 
German well, and has had access to the most important sources. His 
work displays throughout a diligent use of the sources, as well as of the 
rich monographic literature of the period, involving expert use of the sources, 
that is continually pouring forth from the German press. More than 
most English writers on the subject, he has given attention to the political, 
social, economic, and intellectual movements of the fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuries, of which the religious movement was an outcome or a constituent 
part. More than a third of the volume is devoted to the discussion of the 
antecedents of the Reformation ("The Papacy," "The Political Situation," 
"The Renaissance," "Social Conditions," "Family and Popular Reli- 
gious Life," "Humanism," and "The Reformation"). No very satisfac- 
tory reason appears for discussing the Renaissance, Humanism, and the 
Reformation in separate chapters. In the former the new learning is 
considered chiefly in its paganizing and rationalistic aspects; in the latter 
the work of earnest Christian men under the influence of the new learning 
(Savonarola, Pico della Mirandola, Poliziano, Colet, and Erasmus) forms 
the subject-matter. Full recognition is given to the influence of the wide- 
spread circulation of the Scriptures in the vernaculars of Europe by mediae- 
val evangelical parties; yet the author seems not quite sufficiently impressed 
by the evangelical movement that under various names and by the employ- 
ment of various methods had leavened Europe with its influence long before 
the outbreak of the Protestant revolution, and was more distinctively 
religious and evangelical than that led by Luther and Zwingli. Yet he 
does not wholly ignore this set of influences (pp. 154 f.). The author 
recognizes the mediaeval-ascetic character of Savonarola's preaching, 
and ascribes importance to it chiefly because it resulted in the conversion 
of a number of Platonists to vital Christianity, and was thus instrumental 
in connecting the new learning with evangelical modes of thought. 
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A large part of the work is devoted to the life and work of Luther. 
"We may say without exaggeration that the Reformation was embodied 
in Martin Luther, that it lived in him as in no one else, and that its inner 
religious history may be best studied in the record of his spiritual experi- 
ences and in the growth of his religious convictions" (p. 193). The heroic 
elements in the life of the great leader are magnified in a way to satisfy 
the most devout Lutheran; while the extravagances, inconsistencies, 
intolerance, and cruelties of the hero are passed over as lightly and dealt 
with as apologetically as anyone could desire. It is probable that no 
modern, scientific, Lutheran writer has presented on the whole so sym- 
pathetic an account of Luther. He seems to proceed upon the assumption 
that a politico-ecclesiastical revolution was a necessity, and that much 
that is deplorable in Luther's writings and actions was due to his sense 
of the importance of conserving unity in his own camp, and thus retaining 
the favor and support of the princes. It would be more in accord with 
modern modes of thought to regard Luther's politico-ecclesiastical method 
of reform as a prodigious mistake and to compare Europe at the end of 
the Thirty Years' War — devastated, impoverished, immoral, irreligious, 
socially degenerate — with what Humanism, combined with old-evangelical 
life and thought, might have accomplished in a hundred and thirty years 
in the way of diffusing spiritual and intellectual life and light, without 
political support and control, without carnal warfare, without the fearful 
persecutions that involved the cruel execution of tens of thousands of the 
purest and most consistently religious of the people. 

The treatment of the Anabaptist, the Zwinglian, and the Calvinistic 
movements is deferred to the second volume. This seems to be a some- 
what unfortunate arrangement. The former especially constituted so 
important a factor in the development of the Lutheran movement from 
1 52 1 onward as to deserve to be brought into proper perspective side by 
side with Lutheranism proper. The publication of the second volume 
of this well-written and scholarly work will be looked for with interest 
by every reader of the first. 

Albert Henry Newman 

Baylor University 
Waco, Tex. 

Bible Side Lights from the Mound of Gezer: A Record of Excava- 
tion and Discovery in Palestine. By R. A. StewART Macalister. 
New York: Scribner, 1906. Pp. xii + 232. $1.25 net. 

Gezer was a city of some prominence during the eighteenth Egyptian 
Dynasty. At the conquest of Canaan by the rulers of Egypt it was put 



